

The Antarctic needs Treaty nations to move beyond present levels  of ‘cooperation’ to 
a sincere commitment to tackle important governance issues together. This may re-
quire a modified consensus decision-making that will enhance collective decision-
making for the greater good of all. 


Parties must reinforce the ATS, its objectives and principles. This requires the politi-
cal will to ensure that the ATS remains stable, strengthens its governance role, pre-
vents the erosion of its key principles, and resists commercial pressures to open up 
the Antarctic for development. 


Antarctica needs a change in the current international legal framework, from the pre-
sent paradigm of a presumption of unregulated and continuous growth towards a 
new paradigm, recognising the global values of the Antarctic region as a near-
wilderness and characterized by: 

• Balancing quantity and quality of development; 

• Stabilizing the human footprint;  

• Greater international cooperation and sharing of Antarctic facilities; and 

• Maintaining a strategic perspective with regards to the environment and other val-
ues of Antarctica.  This may require the establishment of an Antarctic Strategic Envi-
ronmental Assessment (SEA) process. 


A better and more consistent implementation of the Protocol’s letter and intent is re-
quired.  This includes greater transparency in national implementation.

Antarctica needs the Antarctic Treaty nations to acknowledge that mining is not 
necessary or relevant for the Antarctic and to extend the current stay on mining ac-
tivity to a permanent ban. 


Greater systemic use by the ATCM and CCAMLR of the Protected Areas tool, in-
cluding ASMAs, ASPAs, Wilderness ASPAs, Marine Protected Areas, and Marine 
Reserves. 


 




  
 
 
 



The Southern Ocean needs precautionary management based on well-reasoned ar-
gument and best available science despite data shortfalls, and an acknowledgement 
that it provides globally important values beyond its fish resources.   


Work is underway in CCAMLR’s scientific working groups EMM and SAM to develop 
a small-scale management unit system for the krill fishery. ASOC hopes this work 
can be completed in 2010 for the initial areas and continue into the future. 


There is an urgent need for more effective integration of the many agreements cover-
ing elements of the Antarctic (Antarctic Treaty and its Protocol, CCAMLR, ACAP, 
IWC, MARPOL, etc.) in relation to environmental objectives. 


Developing and implementing dynamic management of the impact of climatic 
changes.  Local and regional-level action in Antarctica is needed to mitigate the ef-
fects of climate change in Antarctica.  This can be achieved through supporting global 
reductions in carbon emissions implementing strong measures to prevent the estab-
lishment of invasive species; and applying a precautionary approach to environ-
mental management through the use of Marine Protected Areas and reductions in 
non-climate stresses.  
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